
 

  



INTRODUCTION 

The Sixth International Adult Aural Rehabilitation Conference was held at the Sirata Hotel in St. Pete Beach, Florida on 

May 23 ς 25, 2011.  The meeting was co-hosted by the Hearing Rehabilitation Foundation (HRF) and the University of 

South Florida.  This was the second time that we have joined together to host this important meeting, and we were very 

pleased with the outcome.  The conference attracted more than 75 participants and we had a packed three days of 

presentations by researchers and clinicians from Australia, Canada, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States. 

 Adult AR is often seen as being aimed at older adults, and many of the papers were concerned with the effects of 

hearing loss on the ability of aged people to hear and understand speech.  The conference, however, also had several 

papers that focused on the problems confronting a much younger population ς armed services personnel who have 

suffered hearing loss as a result of combat in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Papers looked at the effects of hearing loss, mild 

Traumatic Brain Injury, and tinnitus among this group, and all indicated that there is a very large group of younger 

people who are also going to require AR intervention and support in the coming years.  The roots of audiology lie in the 

training centers set up by the US armed forces in World War II to meet the needs of service personnel who had acquired a 

hearing loss as a result of military service.  We hope that this current crisis will also be met with the same degree of 

commitment to the welfare of this new generation of military personnel with service-related hearing loss and other 

injuries. 

It was particularly pleasing to have several papers presented at the conference on the value of auditory training (AT) for 

people with an acquired hearing loss.  AT is often neglected in current audiological practice and yet for many people with 

hearing loss it provides the opportunity to spend time working on their ability to hear and understand speech.  At our 
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practice and improve their listening skills.    

Another very pleasing part of the conference was an afternoon of papers presented by members representing the 

Academy of Rehabilitative Audiology (ARA).  This was organized by Joe Montano, the current President of ARAand Board 

Member of the HRF.  We hope that this session marks the beginning of a much closer relationship between ARA, the HRF, 

and USF. 

This booklet has been put together as a reminder of the conference for those who attended, but we hope that it will also 

encourage others to consider coming along to future meetings.  We hope that it catches, in part, the wonderful spirit and 

camaraderie of the conference and will help all who attended to remember these three days in May, 2011.    

                                                                                       

Terry Chisolm                       Geoff Plant 
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The Venue 
The first four conferences were held in Portland, Maine where the weather can be quite chilly even in May.  The decision 

to relocate to Florida for our conference in 2009 was well received, but many of the attendees hoped that we would find 

a venue that was nearer to the water for conference number six.  The Sirata Beach Resort and Conference Center seemed 

to be a good choice and we hope to hold future conferences at this beautiful site. 

 

 
  


